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from veterans regarding the burden of 
proof to gain access to healthcare. This 
legislation—the one that our com-
mittee will consider tomorrow—lessens 
that burden and creates a pathway for 
thousands of Kansas veterans and 
many more thousands of American vet-
erans to receive healthcare for ill-
nesses caused by toxic exposure. 

For decades, toxic-exposed veterans 
have faced overwhelming barriers to 
getting VA healthcare and the services 
that they deserve. Post-911 veterans 
are the newest generation of American 
heroes to suffer from toxic exposures 
encountered in their military service. 

These American heroes who put on 
the uniform and volunteered to go into 
harm’s way on our behalf deserve to 
have their level of commitment 
matched by those of us who serve here 
in Congress. When our government 
sends troops to war, we make a pledge 
to care for them when they come home. 
Veterans who are made sick from serv-
ice deserve medical care for those con-
ditions. 

The Health Care for Burn Pit Vet-
erans Act is an important first step in 
making certain our veterans receive 
the care they need as a result of their 
service. 

I appreciate the entire Senate Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee for working 
together to craft this consequential 
legislation to care for our servicemem-
bers who put their lives and health on 
the line for us. I also appreciate every 
member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee—Senators TILLIS, HASSAN, 
SULLIVAN, MANCHIN, BOOZMAN, SAND-
ERS, CASSIDY, BROWN, BLACKBURN, 
BLUMENTHAL, TUBERVILLE, HIRONO, 
CRAMER, SINEMA, and ROUNDS—for 
working together to better the lives of 
those who have served. Additionally, I 
am grateful for the support of many 
VSOs—veterans service organizations— 
that represent millions of veterans 
across the Nation. 

This legislation is part of a com-
prehensive and phased approach. This 
first phase provides the VA with the 
authority it needs to expand 
healthcare for combat veterans. For 
many who are sick and suffering, time 
is running out, and our first priority is 
to get these veterans their healthcare 
now. 

Our bill would also mandate training 
for the VA healthcare providers and 
benefit specialists to ensure a level of 
competence across the Department to 
make sure veterans receive exemplary 
treatment and service. 

Our legislation would direct the VA 
to incorporate a clinical screening to 
inquire about a veteran’s potential ex-
posures and symptoms commonly asso-
ciated with toxic exposure. 

I talked to a veteran today who said 
she has been to the VA twice for care 
and treatment and has never been 
asked about whether she encountered 
any substance that could have been 
damaging to her health during her 
service. After speaking with these vet-
erans, I have come to understand that 

this basic and preventive act of screen-
ing is not part of enrollment or basic 
care provided by the Department. That 
must change. 

Solutions to this complex problem 
cannot be generated by Congress alone 
and require a coordinated and system-
atic approach that involves partnering 
with the VA. My view is that we make 
a commitment to those who serve that 
we will do our work. This is a signifi-
cant step in getting us to a point at 
which we are living up to that commit-
ment and doing it in a way that is not 
damaging to any other veteran. 

I urge my colleagues to read our bill, 
to grow their understanding of this 
complex challenge, and to join our 
committee, every single member of the 
committee, in passing this bill to get 
one step closer to providing care and 
relief on one of the most pressing chal-
lenges facing veterans today. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. LEE, Ms. SINEMA, 
Mr. BRAUN, and Mr. OSSOFF): 

S. 3545. A bill to require the Director 
of the Bureau of Prisons to be ap-
pointed by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3545 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal 
Prisons Accountability Act of 2022’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Director of the Bureau of Prisons 

leads a law enforcement component of the 
Department of Justice with a budget that ex-
ceeded $7,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2018. 

(2) With the exception of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, the Bureau of Prisons 
had the largest operating budget of any unit 
within the Department of Justice for fiscal 
year 2018. 

(3) As of 2019, the Director of the Bureau of 
Prisons oversaw 122 facilities and was re-
sponsible for the welfare of more than 176,000 
Federal inmates. 

(4) As of 2019, the Director of the Bureau of 
Prisons supervised more than 36,000 employ-
ees, many of whom operate in hazardous en-
vironments that involve regular interaction 
with violent offenders. 

(5) Within the Department of Justice, in 
addition to those officials who oversee liti-
gating components, the Director of the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives, the Director of the Community Re-
lations Service, the Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the Director of the 
Office on Violence Against Women, the Ad-
ministrator of the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, the Deputy Administrator of the 
Drug Enforcement Administration, the Di-
rector of the United States Marshals Service, 
94 United States Marshals, the Inspector 
General of the Department of Justice, and 
the Special Counsel for Immigration Related 
Unfair Employment Practices, are all ap-
pointed by the President by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate. 

(6) Despite the significant budget of the 
Bureau of Prisons and the vast number of 
people under the responsibility of the Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Prisons, the Director is 
not appointed by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 
SEC. 3. DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF PRISONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4041 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended by striking 
‘‘appointed by and serving directly under the 
Attorney General.’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘who shall be appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. The Director shall serve 
directly under the Attorney General.’’. 

(b) INCUMBENT.—Notwithstanding the 
amendment made by subsection (a), the indi-
vidual serving as the Director of the Bureau 
of Prisons on the date of enactment of this 
Act may serve as the Director of the Bureau 
of Prisons until the date that is 3 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall be construed to limit the abil-
ity of the President to appoint the individual 
serving as the Director of the Bureau of Pris-
ons on the date of enactment of this Act to 
the position of Director of the Bureau of 
Prisons in accordance with section 4041 of 
title 18, United States Code, as amended by 
subsection (a). 

(d) TERM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4041 of title 18, 

United States Code, as amended by sub-
section (a), is amended by inserting after 
‘‘consent of the Senate.’’ the following: ‘‘The 
Director shall be appointed for a term of 10 
years, except that an individual appointed to 
the position of Director may continue to 
serve in that position until another indi-
vidual is appointed to that position, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
An individual may not serve more than 1 
term as Director.’’. 

(2) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made 
by paragraph (1) shall apply to appointments 
made on or after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 500—SUP-
PORTING THE OBSERVATION OF 
NATIONAL TRAFFICKING AND 
MODERN SLAVERY PREVENTION 
MONTH DURING THE PERIOD BE-
GINNING ON JANUARY 1, 2022, 
AND ENDING ON FEBRUARY 1, 
2022, TO RAISE AWARENESS OF, 
AND OPPOSITION TO, HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING AND MODERN 
SLAVERY 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. BROWN, Ms. ERNST, Mr. 
MARKEY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. 
HAWLEY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 500 

Whereas the United States abolished the 
transatlantic slave trade in 1808 and abol-
ished chattel slavery and prohibited involun-
tary servitude in 1865; 

Whereas, because the people of the United 
States remain committed to protecting indi-
vidual freedom, there is a national impera-
tive to eliminate human trafficking and 
modern slavery, which is commonly consid-
ered to mean— 
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(1) the recruitment, harboring, transpor-

tation, provision, or obtaining of an indi-
vidual through the use of force, fraud, or co-
ercion for the purpose of subjecting that in-
dividual to involuntary servitude, peonage, 
debt bondage, or slavery; or 

(2) the inducement of a commercial sex act 
by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the 
individual induced to perform that act is 
younger than 18 years of age; 

Whereas forced labor and human traf-
ficking generates revenues of approximately 
$150,000,000,000 annually worldwide, and there 
are an estimated 40,000,000 victims of human 
trafficking and modern slavery across the 
globe; 

Whereas victims of human trafficking are 
difficult to identify and are subject to ma-
nipulation, force, fraud, coercion, and abuse; 

Whereas the Department of Justice has re-
ported that human trafficking and modern 
slavery has been reported and investigated in 
each of the 50 States and the District of Co-
lumbia; 

Whereas the Department of State has re-
ported that the top 3 countries of origin of 
federally identified human trafficking vic-
tims in the United States in fiscal year 2020 
were the United States, Mexico, and Hon-
duras; 

Whereas, to help businesses in the United 
States combat child labor and forced labor in 
global supply chains, the Department of 
Labor has identified 156 goods from 77 coun-
tries that are made by child labor and forced 
labor; 

Whereas, since 2007, the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline has identified nearly 
74,000 cases of human trafficking; 

Whereas, of the more than 26,500 endan-
gered runaways reported to the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children in 
2020, 1 in 6 were likely child sex trafficking 
victims; 

Whereas youth experiencing homelessness 
experience high rates of human trafficking 
and 1 in 5 homeless youths is a victim of sex 
trafficking, labor trafficking, or both; 

Whereas the Administration for Native 
Americans of the Department of Health and 
Human Services reports that American In-
dian, Alaska Native, and Pacific Islander 
women and girls have a heightened risk for 
sex trafficking; 

Whereas the Department of Justice found 
that studies on the topic of human traf-
ficking of American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives suggest there are— 

(1) high rates of sexual exploitation of Na-
tive women and girls; 

(2) gaps in data and research on trafficking 
of American Indian and Alaska Native vic-
tims; and 

(3) barriers that prevent law enforcement 
agencies and victim service providers from 
identifying and responding appropriately to 
Native victims; 

Whereas, according to the Government Ac-
countability Office, from fiscal year 2013 
through fiscal year 2016, there were only 14 
Federal investigations and 2 Federal pros-
ecutions of human trafficking offenses in In-
dian country; 

Whereas, to combat human trafficking and 
modern slavery in the United States and 
globally, the people of the United States, the 
Federal Government, and State, Tribal, and 
local governments must be— 

(1) aware of the realities of human traf-
ficking and modern slavery; and 

(2) dedicated to stopping the horrific enter-
prise of human trafficking and modern slav-
ery; 

Whereas the United States should hold ac-
countable all individuals, groups, organiza-
tions, governments, and countries that sup-
port, advance, or commit acts of human traf-
ficking and modern slavery; 

Whereas, through education, the United 
States must also work to end human traf-
ficking and modern slavery in all forms in 
the United States and around the world; 

Whereas victims of human trafficking de-
serve a trauma-informed approach that inte-
grates the pursuit of justice and provision of 
social services designed to help them escape, 
and recover from, the physical, mental, emo-
tional, and spiritual trauma they endured; 

Whereas combating human trafficking re-
quires a whole-of-government effort that 
rests on a unified and coordinated response 
among Federal, State, Tribal, and local 
agencies and that places equal value on the 
prevention of trafficking, the identification 
and stabilization of victims, and the inves-
tigation and prosecution of traffickers; 

Whereas laws to prosecute perpetrators of 
human trafficking and to assist and protect 
victims of human trafficking and modern 
slavery have been enacted in the United 
States, including— 

(1) the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.); 

(2) title XII of the Violence Against Women 
Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113– 
4; 127 Stat. 136); 

(3) the Justice for Victims of Trafficking 
Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–22; 129 Stat. 227); 

(4) sections 910 and 914(e) of the Trade Fa-
cilitation and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015 
(Public Law 114–125; 130 Stat. 239 and 274); 

(5) section 1298 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (22 
U.S.C. 7114); 

(6) the Abolish Human Trafficking Act of 
2017 (Public Law 115–392; 132 Stat. 5250); 

(7) the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2017 (Public Law 115–393; 132 Stat. 5265); 

(8) the Frederick Douglass Trafficking Vic-
tims Prevention and Protection Reauthor-
ization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–425; 132 
Stat. 5472); and 

(9) the Trafficking Victims Protection Re-
authorization Act of 2017 (Public Law 115–427; 
132 Stat. 5503); 

Whereas the Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–22; 129 
Stat. 227) established the United States Ad-
visory Council on Human Trafficking to pro-
vide a formal platform for survivors of 
human trafficking to advise and make rec-
ommendations on Federal anti-trafficking 
policies to the Interagency Task Force to 
Monitor and Combat Trafficking established 
by the President; 

Whereas the Department of Defense, the 
General Services Administration, and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion issued a final rule (80 Fed. Reg. 4967) to 
implement Executive Order 13627, entitled 
‘‘Strengthening Protections Against Traf-
ficking in Persons in Federal Contracts’’, 
that clarifies the policy of the United States 
on combating trafficking in persons as out-
lined in the Federal Acquisition Regulation 
by strengthening the prohibition on contrac-
tors from charging employee recruitment 
fees; 

Whereas, although such laws and regula-
tions are currently in force, it is essential to 
increase public awareness, particularly 
among individuals who are most likely to 
come into contact with victims of human 
trafficking and modern slavery, regarding 
conditions and dynamics of human traf-
ficking and modern slavery, precisely be-
cause traffickers use techniques that are de-
signed to severely limit self-reporting and 
evade law enforcement; 

Whereas January 1 is the anniversary of 
the effective date of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation; 

Whereas February 1 is— 
(1) the anniversary of the date on which 

President Abraham Lincoln signed the joint 
resolution sending the 13th Amendment to 

the Constitution of the United States to the 
States for ratification to forever declare, 
‘‘Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime whereof 
the party shall have been duly convicted, 
shall exist within the United States, or any 
place subject to their jurisdiction’’; and 

(2) a date that has long been celebrated as 
National Freedom Day, as described in sec-
tion 124 of title 36, United States Code; and 

Whereas, under the authority of Congress 
to enforce the 13th Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States ‘‘by appro-
priate legislation’’, Congress, through the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), updated the post-Civil 
War involuntary servitude and slavery stat-
utes and adopted an approach of victim pro-
tection, vigorous prosecution, and preven-
tion of human trafficking, commonly known 
as the ‘‘3P’’ approach: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports— 
(1) observing National Trafficking and 

Modern Slavery Prevention Month during 
the period beginning on January 1, 2022, and 
ending on February 1, 2022, to recognize the 
vital role that the people of the United 
States have in ending human trafficking and 
modern slavery; 

(2) marking the observation of National 
Trafficking and Modern Slavery Prevention 
Month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties, culminating in the observance on Feb-
ruary 1, 2022, of National Freedom Day, as 
described in section 124 of title 36, United 
States Code; 

(3) urging continued partnerships with 
Federal, State, Tribal, and local agencies, as 
well as social service providers and nonprofit 
organizations to address human trafficking 
with a collaborative, victim-centered ap-
proach; and 

(4) all other efforts to prevent, eradicate, 
and raise awareness of, and opposition to, 
human trafficking and modern slavery. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 501—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 
23 THROUGH JANUARY 29, 2022, 
AS ‘‘NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE 
WEEK’’ 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mr. BURR, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
YOUNG, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, Mr. 
COTTON, Mr. HAGERTY, and Mr. INHOFE) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 501 

Whereas providing a diversity of choices in 
kindergarten through grade 12 (referred to in 
this preamble as ‘‘K–12’’) education empow-
ers parents to select education environments 
that meet the individual needs and strengths 
of their children; 

Whereas high-quality K–12 education envi-
ronments of all varieties are available in the 
United States, including traditional public 
schools, public charter schools, public mag-
net schools, private schools, online acad-
emies, and home schooling; 

Whereas talented teachers and school lead-
ers in each of the education environments 
prepare children to achieve their dreams; 

Whereas more families than ever before in 
the United States actively choose the best 
education for their children; 
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